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Episciences

What is Episciences?
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Episciences
Platform for publishing OA scientific journals

Episciences, open access overlay journals

● Any disciplines
● New or flipping journals
● Diamond open access (free to both authors and readers)

Gold Open Access
(OA journals)

Green Open Access
(self-archiving 

in OA repository) 
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Episciences, open access overlay journals

An overlay (epi) journal model

● Operating on top of OA repositories e.g. HAL, arXiv, Zenodo, …

● Peer-review preprints:
– single blind review
– open peer review

● All versions are always available online:
- During the whole publication process;
- If the journals disappears or moves;
- Updates are still possible on journal/archive.

The idea was proposed to the CCSD in 2003  
by Professor Jean-Pierre Demailly, a mathematician.

https://en.wiktionary.org/wiki/epi-#Etymology

https://hal.archives-ouvertes.fr/
https://arxiv.org/
https://zenodo.org/
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Episciences, open access overlay journals



7

Episciences, open access overlay journals

26

5

 journals on Episciences
 (14/06/2023)
(à la date du 23/05/2023)

 new journals in 2022/2023:

• Les Cahiers Scientifiques 
du Transport

• Electronic Notes in Theoretical 
Informatics and Computer Science 
(Entics)

• Archéologies. 
Sociétés, réseaux, matériaux

•Partenariat soin patient analyses
•Recherche en Didactique 

des Mathématiques (RDM)

Journals by field and status

Informatics 
and Applied 
Mathematics (9+1)

Mechanics (1)

Mathematics (7 + 1)

Social Sciences and 
Humanities(8 + 1)

Other (1)

Environment(1)

work 
in progress

online 
journals
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Episciences

Functioning
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Workflow
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Episciences, open access overlay journals

Episciences organisation

● Steering Commiee 
reviews general platform orientations and epi-commiees

● Epi-commiees 
select new journals  in their disciplines:

– EpiIAM;
– EpiMaths;
– EpiSSH.

● Editorials Commiees organise:
- evaluation and scientific discussion;
- peer-reviewing;
- copy-editing;
- publication.
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Episciences, open access overlay journals

support 
and editorial assistance sta

Head of the platform
Developers
Publishing Oicer

Scientific Information and 
Publishing Department
(Informatics and Applied 
Mathematics)

Research engineer
(Mathematics)

Raphaël Tournoy
Julien Charles, Djamel Chibane
Céline Barthonnat

Hélène Lowinger
Emmanuelle Perrin
Catherine Scoon

Ariane Rolland

Publications Users

Episciences in figures
 

 8 5 570 11 832

June 2023
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Episciences, open access overlay journals

Episciences for the scientific communities

. No subscriptions, no APC,  
free hosting and support

. Publish at a reasonable 
cost (shared infrastructure, 
hosting and preservation 
by repositories)

. Reinvesting public money 
in a public service for 
scientific dissemination

. Preprints are immediately 
available

. Stay online, 
even if refused

Adding value to AO

. Validation/certification 
of preprints

Reducing costs
Reduce time  
to access publications
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Episciences, open access overlay journals

Episciences for the scientific communities

. Track the evolution of 
document versions,  even 
after publication

. Consider publications 
as a conversation flow, 
beyond a simple published 
version

. CC licences, 
non-exclusive distribution 
rights to journals

Open by design

. Compliant with open 
access mandates

Traceability
Allow authors  
to retain their rights
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Episciences, open access overlay journals

Episciences for the scientific communities

. Maintain control over 
access to publications/ 
evaluations

. Maintain access to 
content even if the journal 
ceased publication

. Meets FAIR principles
(Findable, Accessible, 
Interoperable, Reusable)

. More bibliodiversity

Scientific 
independence

. Allow scientific 
communities to own their 
journals and the data 
created by their activity 

. To have a scientific 
publication policy 
independent of a 
commercial logic

Long term access FAIR & Bibliodiversity
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Episciences

How to use Episciences
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example: 

hps://lmcs.episciences.org/

Each journals has its 
own domain name
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On a repository, e.g. arXiv: 

hps://arxiv.org/abs/1802.05734v1

#1 Submit your preprint
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with your preprint ID: 

1802.05734v1

#2 Import your preprint 
on a journal
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Metadata retrieved 
with arXiv’s APIs

API

Episciences, open access overlay journals
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#3 Peer review based 
on journal’s grid



21

- Multiple rounds 

of peer-review 

- New improved versions

- Copy-editing 

Peer-review
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#4 Journal Layout
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#5 Publication: one 
Version of Record

Episciences, open access overlay journals
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Episciences

Services
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Episciences, open access overlay journals

. a personal website for each 
journal
. configuration: menu, 
indexes, guidelines, editorial 
boards and policies, etc. 
. DOI for each published 
document
. adapted graphic charter 
(stylesheet) with a header

Creation of 
a personalised site

. bilingual documentation 
(English/French) 
. technical support by email 
and GitHub 
. specific technical support 
by Inria (epiIAM), the Institut 
Fourier (epiMaths) and the 
CCSD (epiSSH)

Technical support

. ISSN 

. Creative Commons licences

. copyright assignment 
contract 
. OA publishing requirements 
. advice and assistance in 
applying for institutional 
support 
. linking with service 
providers for copy-editing 

Help with the 
publication and 
distribution

. databases of each discipline 
(DBLP, ERIH Plus, MathSciNet, 
etc.)
. interdisciplinary databases 
(DOAJ, Mir@bel, Sherpa 
Romeo, etc.)

Referencing



Thanks 
for your aention !

contact@episciences.org
For further information:

● hps://www.episciences.org/
● hps://www.episciences.org/join-episciences/  

https://www.episciences.org/
https://www.episciences.org/join-episciences/

